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Last time I visited 

the Netherlands



I am from the UK



I am from the UK

(Nobody is perfect…)













I upset the big orange boat.



Now I am back



Now I am back

(Don’t tell 

the boat police…)







Please Don’t tell 

the boat police…!



Oliver Brett



Oliver Brett

Head of Strategy
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Henley-on-Thames



Henley-on-Thames

1hour from 

London by train



Henley-on-Thames
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Henley-on-Thames

1hour from 

London by train

Has No Scary 

Orange Boats

Henley Royal 

Regatta



Henley Regatta:



Henley Regatta:



Henley Regatta:



Henley Regatta:



Screaming Frog



Screaming Frog



Screaming Frog Weird 

Name?



Screaming Frog Screaming Frog 

name origin…



Screaming Frog

…A cat 

scared of a 

screaming 

frog.



Screaming Frog is 

famous in the SEO 

industry for our 

SEO Spider Tool.







And yes, you can make 

it orange.



And yes, you can make 

it orange.
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SEO Spider:

Used to audit websites

Usually from a tech SEO perspective

20 big updates since 2011





Visualisations 

of your 

website are 

possible…



But this is a bit confusing





And yes, you 

can make it 

orange.



But SF is mostly used 

to gather/export data



How to crawl a website



Step 0-



Step 0-

Get the IT Department's 

Permission to install the tool.



Step 0, B-

Hire an SEO to do it for you.



Screaming Frog isn’t many 

gigabytes and saves data 

locally.



Screaming Frog isn’t many 

gigabytes and saves data 

locally. GDPR shouldn’t be 

an issue.



1. Enter your site



1. Enter your site



1. Enter your site

government.nl



1. Enter your site

government.nl



2. Press start



3. There is no step 3



Filter by 

issue/problem



Find where the 

problems are



Details on the 

specific URL
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Tabs with different topics

PDFs

Please don’t 

tell the PDF 

Police.
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Tabs with different topics

Page Speed

400 Errors

300 Redirects

500 Server Issues

Big Images

Page Titles

PDFs

Mobile 

Friendly

Word Counts



Export what you’re 

looking at or export a 

pre-built report.



Advanced Setup



Increase the RAM



Use Database 

Storage Mode



Why Accessible Websites
are Good for SEO



How Google views the internet

The Internet
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How Google views the internet

The Internet

Crawling

Indexing

Search 

Results

Ranking
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How Humans view the internet
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How Humans view the internet

Search Results

Researching

Refining

Decision

Validating



Google tries to view sites how a 

person would.



Accessibility for Googlebot = 

Accessibility for People



More people = more money



Website Accessibility Issues



Crawlability



Crawlability



If bots can’t 

find/crawl your site, 

nobody else will.



Robots.txt

Used to tell 

search 

engines what 

to ignore when 

crawling.



Robots.txt

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/crawling-indexing/robots/intro

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/robots-txt/

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/crawling-indexing/robots/intro
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/robots-txt/
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Robots.txt

Used to tell 

search 

engines what 

to ignore.

Used to tell 

search 

engines what 

to ignore when 

crawling.



Information on 

what content 

is being 

blocked:

Robots.txt in 

Screaming 

Frog



No-index

Used to prevent search engines 

from showing your pages:

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/crawling-indexing/block-indexing

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/crawling-indexing/block-indexing


No-index in Screaming Frog



If Google can’t crawl/index 

your content, screen readers 

might struggle too.



Images



https://developers.google.com/search/d

ocs/appearance/google-images

Alt Text

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/appearance/google-images
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/appearance/google-images


Alt Text in Screaming Frog



Alt Text in Screaming Frog



Alt Text in Screaming Frog



Alt Text in Screaming Frog

49% of images missing alt text!



Alt Text in Screaming Frog



Alt Text in Screaming Frog

Export full list.



Alt Text in Screaming Frog

Export full list.



Alt Text in Screaming Frog

Export full list.
Alt Text over 100 characters

(WCAG recommends 125)



Alt Text in Screaming Frog

Prime Minister Mark Rutte 

delivers a speech about 

the role of the Netherlands



Alt Attributes

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/issues/images/missing-alt-

attribute/

If some images don’t need a 

description, it’s still helpful to provide 

the attribute.

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/images/missing-alt-attribute/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/images/missing-alt-attribute/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/images/missing-alt-attribute/


Big Images



Big Images

Find and export the 

big files that might be 

slowing your site.



Big Images



Big Images



Meta Data



Meta Data



Meta Data



Page Titles

(I am not very good at 

making snappy titles…)



Page Titles

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

learn-seo/page-title/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/page-title/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/page-title/


Page Titles

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

learn-seo/page-title/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/page-title/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/page-title/
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long
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short



Good Page Titles

Clear Descriptive

Related to 

target keyword

Feature 

author/

brand

Not too 

long

Not too 

short
Not keyword-

stuffed



(You can export 

all the bad page 

titles.)



Duplicate Page Titles



Duplicate Page Titles



Duplicate Page Titles

This might be confusing for users, 

search engines, and screen readers.



Headings



Headings H1



Headings H1

H2



Headings H1
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Headings H1
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Headings H1

H2

Only one H1. 

Target to keyword.

H3

H4



Headings H1

H2

H3

H4

Only one H1. 

Target to keyword.

Don’t use H1 styling 

for subheadings 

because it looks 

nice.



Headings H1

H2

H3

H4

Search 

engines/screen 

readers/people need 

to understand what 

the main heading is.



H3



H1

H2

H3

H4

H1

Also an H1



Headings

H3



H2 Headings H1

H2

H3

H4



H2 Headings H1

H2

H3

H4



H2 Headings H1

H3

H4

H2
Multiple H2s 

are generally 

a good idea.



H2 Headings H1

H3

H4

H2
Multiple H2s 

are generally 

a good idea.

We can extract 

all H2s



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s

Xpath and Regex 

are for nerds.



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s

We can select what we want 

to extract visually instead.



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s

Click on what 

you want to 

extract.



Custom Extraction- Get all H2s



Custom Extraction- Other Uses

Tables
iframes and iframe videos
<p><strong (might be fake headings)
inline styling



Non-Sequential 

Headings

H1

H2

H3

H4



Non-Sequential 

Headings

H1

H2

H3

H4

It might be 

confusing to put 

the main 

heading at the 

end…



Non-Sequential 

Headings

H1

H2

H3

H4

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

seo-spider/issues/h1/h1-non-

sequential/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/h1/h1-non-sequential/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/h1/h1-non-sequential/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/issues/h1/h1-non-sequential/


Meta Descriptions

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

learn-seo/meta-description/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/meta-description/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/meta-description/


Meta Descriptions

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

learn-seo/meta-description/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/meta-description/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/meta-description/


Meta Descriptions

Sometimes Google ignores them…



Meta Descriptions

Recommended 

length: 155 

characters.



Meta Descriptions

Recommended 

length: 155 

characters.

Not 1,939 

characters.



Bonus tip!

https://metatags.io/

Free tool to check 

meta data.

https://metatags.io/


Meta Keywords



Meta Keywords

government.nl 

has none…



Meta Keywords

Englandfootball.com 

has loads!



Meta Keywords

This won’t help them rank for 

‘England’ or ‘Football’, or ‘Play’.



Meta Keywords

This won’t help them rank for 

‘England’ or ‘Football’, or ‘Play’.



Meta Keywords

Crawl competitor sites to see what 

keywords they want to target.



Meta Keywords



“FFF…”



Internal Linking



Broken Links



Broken Links



Broken Links

Check for links to internal and external 

404 pages.



Breadcrumbs

Breadcrumbs allow for 

easier navigation 

between pages.



Bicycles in the Netherlands…



Breadcrumbs



Who loves bikes the most?



France according to Olympic Cycling 

Records…





Breadcrumbs



Breadcrumbs

Links on the page that aid navigation 

back to previous subfolders.



Breadcrumbs Structured Data Validation

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/tutorials/structured-data-

testing-validation/

https://developers.google.com/search/

docs/appearance/structured-

data/breadcrumb

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/structured-data-testing-validation/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/structured-data-testing-validation/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/structured-data-testing-validation/
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/appearance/structured-data/breadcrumb
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/appearance/structured-data/breadcrumb
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/appearance/structured-data/breadcrumb


Anchor Text

Anchor Text is the phrasing used to 

inform users about the destination of 

a link.



Good Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.



Good Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.



Good Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.

Anchor text provides context about 

purpose of next page. Topic is clear.



Bad Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.



Bad Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.

Anchor text is unclear without 

context. 



OK Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.



OK Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.

Anchor text gives some clues but 

isn’t topically relevant to destination. 



Questionable Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.



Questionable Anchor Text

Find out more about how you can get 

a free bike from the Dutch 

government.

Anchor text could be interpreted as 

deliberate manipulation for a 

keyword.



Anchor Text

Anchor Text is the phrasing used to 

inform users about the destination of 

a link.

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo

-spider/tutorials/internal-linking-audit-

with-the-seo-spider/#findanchor

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/internal-linking-audit-with-the-seo-spider/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/internal-linking-audit-with-the-seo-spider/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/internal-linking-audit-with-the-seo-spider/


Anchor Text

Customise what words the Spider is 

looking for.



Checking Internal Links



Checking Internal Links



Checking Internal Links

This was a lie. :O



Step 3: Enable Crawl Analysis



Step 3:

More data 

based off a 

100% 

complete 

crawl.



Checking Internal Links

Link Score



Checking Internal Links

Link Score

A score out of 100.



Checking Internal Links

Link Score

A score out of 100.

Higher score = 

linked to on more of 

your pages.



Checking Internal Links

Use Link Score to 

identify pages that aren’t 

being linked to enough.



Checking Internal 

Links

You can also filter 

to see how many 

in-links and out-

links each page 

has.



Mobile Friendliness



Connecting 

APIs



Connecting 

APIs

Link Data



Connecting 

APIs
GDPR 

Trouble?



Blessed 

people who 

don’t have 

to learn GA4



Connecting 

APIs

Analytics



Connecting 

APIs

CrUX/Lighthouse



CrUX/Lighthouse

Presently 

these are just 

the speed 

ones, not the 

accessibility 

ones 



CrUX/Lighthouse

Presently 

these are just 

the speed 

ones, not the 

accessibility 

ones 

For now…



PageSpeed Insights API

Viewport not set



PageSpeed Insights API

Viewport not set Content sized 
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PageSpeed Insights API

Viewport not set Content sized 

incorrectlyIllegible font 

size Unsupported 

Plugins- Flash etc.Tap target size

…and slow pages..!



Sitemaps



Sitemaps

Sitemaps help 

users and search 

engines find your 

pages.



Sitemaps

Sitemaps are a 

convenient way 

for users to see all 

the available 

pages and 

navigate to them.



Sitemaps

Sitemaps are a 

convenient way 

for users to see all 

the available 

pages and 

navigate to them.



XML Sitemaps

A file/files used to 

help bots find your 

pages.



Making an XML Sitemap

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

seo-spider/tutorials/xml-sitemap-

generator/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/xml-sitemap-generator/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/xml-sitemap-generator/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/xml-sitemap-generator/


Checking an XML Sitemap

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-

xml-sitemaps/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-xml-sitemaps/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-xml-sitemaps/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-xml-sitemaps/


Auditing Language



Speak many languages:
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Speak many languages:

Polylingual

Two languages:



Speak many languages:

Polylingual

Two languages:

Bilingual



Speak many languages:

Polylingual

Two languages:

Bilingual

One language:



Speak many languages:

Polylingual

Two languages:

Bilingual

One language:



hreflang



hreflang

“Hreflang is an HTML attribute used to 

specify the language and 

geographical targeting of a page.”

https://ahrefs.com/blog/hreflang-tags/

https://ahrefs.com/blog/hreflang-tags/


hreflang

Hreflang gets messy, especially if 

you’re Belgian. If you operate across 

the EU…



hreflang

Hreflang gets messy, especially if 

you’re Belgian. If you operate across 

the EU…

/be/nl vs /be/fr vs /fr/fr vs /nl/nl vs lu/fr

vs lu/lb vs /be/en vs…?!?!



hreflang

Fact of the day:

LB = hreflang code for Luxembourgish



hreflang



hreflang

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-

hreflang/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/


hreflang

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-

hreflang/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-hreflang/
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Readability Scores

Based off Flesch 

Reading Ease



Readability Scores

Based off Flesch 

Reading Ease





Readability Scores

Aim to make these 

fairly easy-very 

easy.

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/tutorials/how-to-test-readability/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-test-readability/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-test-readability/
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Speling &, Grammar

(Yes you can make it 

check Dutch.)



Speling &, Grammar
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Speling &, Grammar

(Yes you can make it 

check Dutch.)



Speling &, Grammar

(Yes you can make it 

check Dutch.)

You can add custom words too, 

for common brand/names etc.



PDFs



Tabs with different topics

PDFs

Please don’t 

tell the PDF 

Police.







…but generally for 

SEO, we’d advise 

against using 

PDFs…



Google can 

technically crawl 

them, but why bother 

forcing them to?



If you do want to find them all, 

you can:



If you do want to find them all, 

you can:

https://www.screamingfrog.co.

uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-

audit-pdfs/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/


You can also crawl PDFs to see their 

attributes and where they link to.

https://www.screamingfrog.co.

uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-

audit-pdfs/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-audit-pdfs/


But where’s the AI slides?



I’m 30 years old, 

I’m too old for this...



TikTok scares me.



Orange boats scare me



https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/tutorials/how-to-crawl-with-

chatgpt/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-crawl-with-chatgpt/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-crawl-with-chatgpt/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/how-to-crawl-with-chatgpt/


In conclusion…



We have covered:
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And now it does AI too.



We have covered:

Crawling

Images

Meta Data

Internal 

Linking

Mobile Friendliness

Sitemaps

Language

PDFs

Custom 

Extraction

API Integration

And now it does AI too.



The only slide you need:

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/user-guide/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-

spider/tutorials/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn

-seo/

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/user-guide/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/user-guide/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/tutorials/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/learn-seo/




Thank you!

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/

oliver.brett@screamingfrog.co.uk

@OliverBrett 

https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/
mailto:oliver.brett@screamingfrog.co.uk
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